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Christmas and New Year Ministry in Russia 

December 2011-January 2012  - David & Nina Gearheart 

There were several weeks of very good ministry time in Russia. 

 

David is preaching in the new church planted by Ivangorod 

ministry in St.Petersburg, the second largest city in Russia with 

5,000,000 people. The evangelistic team, including Misha and 

Tima, travel there every Saturday. The church was started by the 

request of former drug addicts.  

 

Misha puts words of the songs on the screen  

 during services in St. Petersburg. 

 

 

 

 

It has become a tradition for David and Yakov to cook chicken  

for the Christmas party for the elderly. They have done it for  

almost ten years. They cook, they serve, they preach and 

they love them.  

 

 

 

 

 

Preaching in Ivangorod church, New Year Service.  Usually it 

is a communion service. It is time to remember what 

happened during the year and, most importantly, to look to 

the future with God. After the service everybody went 

home to celebrate with their families.  At about 1 AM most 

of the church was outside watching fireworks. It was fun.  
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 Tima is involved in video ministry.  Pastor Yakov does a 

great job inviting everybody who is willing to serve. They 

even have an eleven year old boy working with the camera. 

Tima was filming a party for the leaders of the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip is learning to serve too ς helping his BIG  

Brother, Tima. {ƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΦ 

Too bad we cannot be there all the time. 

 

 

 

 

5ŀǾƛŘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ  

Christmas service. Usually, there are about 

sixty (?) present. All of them are actively  

involved in the ministries of Ivangorod church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Misha is at the sound booth preparing to record the service 

and put it on the web.  We have heard several times people 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά!ǎƪ aƛǎƘŀΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜΦ 

Usually he says that his part was very small, other people did most of the work.  Well, he used a lot of 

his brains to let others do their work. 
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David was invited to preach at a family seminar in 

the city of Pskov, some 270 km north-west of 

Ivangorod.  David (and sometimes our whole family) went 

there to minister in the early years of the church about 8 

years ago. The city still has a strong feel of communist 

influence and the Orthodox church. There is about one 

hundred Orthodox churches in Pskov.  

   

 

 

 

The city of Zimititsy ς one of the 

churches that we often enjoyed 

visiting during our years in Ivangorod. 

Now they have their own building the 

construction of which David pushed 

in several different ways and 

succeeded!! The ladies in the church 

suggested that we move to their city 

and live on the second floor. We all 

wish we could do something like that, 

but it is not realistic because of paper 

work.  

After this, we went to IvangorodΩǎ Sunday morning service one more time. To do that, we had to get up 

at 5:45 in the morning and be out of the house by 6:45 ς to make it all the way across the international 

border, taking into account two ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ difference between Russia and Estonia.  David preached a 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŀǘŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¸ŀƪƻǾΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 

hearts away from the place where we would love to live and minister the most!  

I was invited to talk at a CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Φ  ¸ŀƪƻǾΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ¢ŀƴȅŀ ŀƴŘ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ 

hearts.  Every time we are in Ivangorod  L ƎŜǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳ ƘǳƎǎΧ 

On the 23rd of January David went to Poland to preach at the church that we usually visit when we go 

there.  Also, he was able to renew an old friendship.  Two days after he comes back he will go to England 

to check another ministry opportunity that came unexpectedly.  I am very grateful that my sister was 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΧ Tomorrow Misha and Tima are heading across the border for the 

weekend services in Ivangorod Χ  Life is full. 
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 A few more moments from our life 

 

One of SimonsΩǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ jobs (he likes to make money!) is 

stacking wood on the porch. Sometimes he does it for 

free J!  

 

 

  

 

With temperatures up to ς п C ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ aƛǎƘŀΩǎ Ƨƻō ƛǎ  

to start the car at least once during the day while David is gone. 

 No need to say, he enjoys it!  

 

 

 

 

 Thanks to Philip, our parking lot is clean from snow every day. 

We never have to ask him ς he does it on his own. 

 

 

  

 

  Do you think this is 

        the same girl?? 

 

             Χ5ƛŀƴŀΧ 
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